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Horse Behaviour
When dealing with horses it is helpful to know a little bit about their behaviour as it is very different to that of a cat or dog. Flight, or running away is an instinctive reaction to a fright for a horse or pony and even the most sensible pony may jump forwards or sidewards if startled.

They can be nervous if you approach them suddenly before they have realised you are there. The best way to approach a horse or pony is to move towards the shoulder taking deliberate steps and never rushing. Speak as you move forwards and when you are near enough pat or stroke the horses lower neck or shoulder. Sudden movements can worry horses.

Appropriate Behaviour When Working With Horses

· Approach toward the shoulder, where he can see you

· Talk to him as you approach

· Pat his shoulder or neck

· Allow him to smell you

· Handle with confidence and talk to him quietly

· Always be firm but gentle

· Be aware of his body language

Inappropriate Behaviour When Working With Horses

· Never run towards a horse

· Never approach directly in front or behind as he may not see you

· Never shout or be rough with the horse

The Six Equine Senses

1. Smell

The horses sense of smell is very strong, it allows him to recognise other horses and people, and to evaluate situations. Relax if he wants to smell you. 

2. Hearing

Horses have extremely good hearing; horses are very suspicious when they cannot see what they can hear. 

3. Sight

The horses eyes are set on either side of the head, therefore he has good side vision but cannot see what is directly in front or behind him, so he may move his head to get a better look. 

4. Touch

Horses are sensitive to any unusual touch. So be gentle.

5. Taste

Taste is linked to the sense of smell which may cause a horse to lick or nibble.

6. Evaluation

Horses are able to assess the character of those around them, so it is important to treat them with love and respect, to be calm and confident but firm. Horses respond very well to kindness.
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