


















[image: image1.png]SOUTH SSEX
INSURANCE BROKERS

A Better Way To Insure




Dear Proprietor,    

EQUESTRIAN LIABILITY INSURANCES 

Please find enclosed for your attention Rider Assessment form, Instructor/Escort Assessment form and Horse Assessment form. 

We have recently had a series of meetings with Underwriters to see if there is anything 

pro-active riding school proprietors can do to prevent claims occurring. A point raised by the underwriter and a point that has been raised several times previously is good documentation. This is paramount if insurers are going to stand any chance of defending actions. I know you know your business inside out, but it is often difficult to relay that message in a court situation without documentation to back this up. For this reason we have devised a series of forms to back up your knowledge. 

Riding Schools which put the Assessment forms into operation should theoretically be a better risk as good risk management not only prevents claims, it also gives insurers the best possible chance of defending claims. We hope to be able to offer premium discounts to those schools which implement the assessment forms and written risk assessments.   

Briefly, all client’s should complete a Rider Registration form whether a new client or an existing client. If you already operate a rider registration system and client’s have not completed a form for several years we would recommend you get them to complete a new form anyway as information on file could now be out of date.  

The horse assessment form is technically a one off exercise. All horses should be assessed on their ability to carry out certain activities. The only time the form will need to be altered is if you have a young horse coming through that might only be used for certain activities now, but in a couple of years time the horse has gained experience and you have extended the activities it is used for, a new form should then be completed. The forms should be kept in a safe place as they may be needed in the future. 

An Escort/Instructor Details form should be completed for each individual staff member including weekend helpers / volunteers. Again, as and when an individual obtains greater experience and is competent to do other tasks the form should be updated. We would also request copies of all formal teaching qualifications, BHS, ABRS etc are attached to the back of the form. If you also keep a documented training manual including a training log for each member of staff inc weekend helpers/volunteers this would be even better.     

The thinking behind the Instructor & Horse assessment forms is a Third Party solicitor will almost certainly make reference to either an unsuitable horse or inexperienced member of staff. These are sometimes the most difficult allegations to disprove. 

Insurers are also looking that written risk assessments have been carried out in the following 
areas :- 

General activities within the stable environment

Manual Handling

Hazardous Substances 

Working with or near horses 

If you do any hacking or trekking, assessments on the routes from a hazards, ability etc point of view.    

Documented evidence that staff have been made aware of the findings. 

Should you have any queries or should you wish to discuss any of the forms further please do not hesitate to contact either myself or Leanne Grant on 01708 850015. 

Yours sincerely 
Paul Reay  

Account Executive 

Home 01423 546665 

Mobile 07717 734452
Main Office 01708 850000 

E-mail : preay@seib.co.uk 
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